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900 Des Moines Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 

50309 
 

Phone:  515.262.8323 
 

Fax:  515.262.8960 
 

www.iowanla.org 

ISU Shade Tree Short Course & INLA Conference and 

Trade Show 

54th Annual Iowa State University Shade 

Tree Short Course and Iowa Nursery & 

Landscape  Association Conference and 

Tradeshow 

 

February 24-26, 2010 

                               Scheman Building - Ames, Iowa 

 

     Registration Forms Now Available! 
 

The Iowa Nursery & Landscape Association Annual Convention & Trade Show has once 

again joined forces with Iowa State University’s Shade Tree Short Course.  This             

conference / trade show provides one of the best education opportunities in the country 

for you and your employees.  Attendees have the opportunity to educate themselves on 

the newest technology and innovation in the industry by visiting with vendors, listening 

to keynote speakers, and participating in educational workshops.   

 

INLA will again be hosting events on February 24
th

 especially designed for our members.  

The events will include certification testing for the Iowa Certified Nursery Professionals 

(ICNP) and a continuing education program for existing ICNP's. 

 

Join INLA members at Reiman Gardens on February 25
th

 for a Hospitality Reception     

followed by a Horticulture Dinner and Scholarship Auction.  The reception will begin at 

5:00pm with dinner at 6:30 and the program to follow. Take part in the auction as well to 

help support the INLA scholarship fund. If you have any items you wish to donate to the 

Scholarship Auction, please contact Joan O’Brien at joano@agribiz.org.  

 

Registration for the INLA activities, ICNP exam and the entire conference are now     

available on the Shade Tree Short Course’s website at:                                                                   

http://www.ucs.iastate.edu/mnet/shadetree/home.html.  If you are planning to take the 

ICNP exam on February 24
th

 , registration is available on the Shade Tree Short Course's 

website, or you may call the INLA office at 800.383.1682 or email joano@agribiz.org. 

 

If your company is interested in displaying your services at the Iowa State University 

Shade Tree Short Course and Iowa Nursery & Landscape Association Conference and 

Trade Show, please go to www.iowanla.org to download an exhibitor prospectus.  You 

may also call the INLA office at 515.262.8323 or email Joan O’Brien at joano@agribiz.org 

and request a prospectus be mailed to your office.  If you have any questions about the 

exhibitor registration form, please contact the INLA office. 
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The winter testing date for the Iowa Certified Nursery          

Professional exam is Wednesday, February 24, 2010 at the 

Scheman Building on the campus of Iowa State University. The 

testing will be held on the INLA Day which is part of the 54
th

 

Annual Iowa State University Shade Tree Short Course and 

Iowa Nursery & Landscape Association Convention and Trade 

Show. The identification exam will be from 9:00-10:00,        

followed by the Landscape and Garden Center written exams 

from 10:30-11:30. 

 

Online training modules are available to INLA members who 

wish to prepare for the certification exams. These modules 

replace the printed training manuals which were used in the 

past. 

 

Eight of the modules cover plant identification including the 

categories of: annuals, conifers, deciduous trees, groundcov-

ers, herbaceous perennials, perennial grasses, shrubs and 

vines. The remaining twelve modules cover the general topics 

addressed in the certification exam such as: Plant Identification 

and Characteristics; How Plants Work: Growth and               

Development; Rooting Environment and Fertilization;          

Selection, Installation and Establishment of  Landscape Plants; 

Turfgrass Establishment and Management; Management of 

Turfgrass Diseases and Insect; Introduction to Plant Diseases 

and Insects; Diagnosing Plant Problems; Managing Plant      

Diseases and Insects; Garden Center Management; Landscape 

Design; and New Employee Training and Professionalism. 

 

The 12 general topic modules each contain a list of objectives, 

an image rich PowerPoint presentation with accompanying 

audio which is searchable by topic and has printable notes, self

-test exercises, and online quizzes with immediate feedback to 

help learners test their understanding of the  content. 

 

Testing Information 

The plant ID portion of the exam will consist of identifying 50 

plant specimens (common name and scientific name). Plants 

on the exam will come from the plants included in the        

modules. There will be a combination of perennial and woody 

specimens to identify, and this will be done via slides and cut 

specimens. 

 

The Landscape and Garden Center exams will be offered     

concurrently, and there is ample time in the 2 hours for those 

of you who are taking both of these exams. 

 

Each exam consists of 50 True/False questions and 65 Multiple 

Choice questions. Exam questions are created from the       

content covered in the modules and from general work       

experiences. 

 

To access the modules go to the Green Industry Resource site 

at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/nurseryandlandscape/. 

From there click on the Online Training Modules on the left 

side menu and follow the directions. The current login for INLA 

members is: w.INLA2008 and the password is: INLA2008. 

 

To register for the exam contact Joan at INLA 1-800-383-1682 

or by e-mail at joano@agribiz.org. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or feedback about the 

modules, please contact Ann Marie VanDerZanden at          

vanderza@iastate.edu or (515) 294-5075. 

Iowa Nursery & Landscape Association 

Each year at the INLA Trade Show/Convention the             

Association holds a live auction following a dinner to raise 

funds for three educational scholarships.  We have now 

joined forces with the ISU Shade Tree Short Course for a  

bigger and better show.  The scholarships include one $2000 

award to an Iowa State University Horticulture student and 

two $500 scholarships open to horticulture students at any 

community college within the state. 

 

This year’s auction is being held at a new and exciting venue 

in Ames (Reiman Gardens) on Thursday February 25
th

 during 

the INLA’s annual dinner.  This causal BBQ dinner is an      

excellent event to celebrate the year, relax with friends, have 

some fun, and raise money for a great cause.  This is a great 

opportunity and exposure for supporters/members of INLA 

to   support this cause by donating an auction item(s) and 

join us for dinner.  Any donated item will be displayed and 

labeled with the donor’s name for everyone to see during 

the social hour and dinner. 

 

Examples of past donated items: 

• Company Products           

• Gift Baskets      

• Gift Certificates to Businesses or Restaurants                         

• Homemade food items  

• Tickets to Sporting Events 

• Books  

• Prints/Framed Pictures          

• Memberships to Different Clubs/Organizations 

• Gardening Tools         

• Stone Items 

• Misc. other items!  

• Hunting Trips 

 

Please contact Brent Gustason (920.979.3540 / 

bgustason@midwestgroundcovers.com) or Joan O’Brien 

(515.262.8323 / joano@agribiz.org) if you are able to attend 

or donate something to help this great cause and with more 

details if needed!  

Iowa Certified Nursery Professional Certification Exam 
Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

2010 Iowa Nursery & Landscape Association Scholarship Auction 
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Shade Tree Short Course and INLA      

Tradeshow Keynote Speaker 

Jon Goldman is a leading authority on 

direct marketing for small businesses, 

and a highly sought-after speaker for 

business conventions, workshops, and 

trade shows. From the Architectural 

Digest Home Design Show to the New 

Jersey Landscape Contractors Associa-

tion Trade Show, Jon has    developed a 

following for his unconventional, out-

of-the-box creativity.  
 

Jon's campaigns have produced results 

for IBM, National  Geographic, and 

Nickelodeon, in addition to countless 

small and midsized businesses, and his 

campaigns have been featured on NBC 

and CBS, and in The Wall Street Journal 

and BusinessWeek.  
 

In his inspiring opening address, mar-

keting expert Jon Goldman will share 

five powerful, practical techniques. In 

this fast-paced, entertaining session, 

Goldman will share proven, out-of-the-

box marketing strategies for landsca-

pers to get the phones ringing and 

boost sales - without breaking the 

bank.  
 

In a hyper-competitive market like 

landscape construction and    mainte-

nance, "me too" marketing and lame 

promotions just don't cut it. To stand 

out and get noticed by the RIGHT kind 

of customers, you don't need more 

marketing - you need better marketing. 

But chances are, your marketing 

budget is stretched tighter than a snare 

drum. And if you want to succeed, 

you'll need to leverage your promo-

tional dollars for all they're worth. 
 

Goldman is a dynamic and entertaining 

speaker, and his presentation is packed 

with both dead-serious tips and tools - 

and hilarious surprises. Come to this 

exciting, information-packed opening 

address and discover simple, effective 

tips you should be using and extremely 

common errors you should avoid.  

An Iowa State University horticulture 

student has developed a technology for 

imprinting messages or logos directly 

onto apples. 
 

Brandon Carpenter, a junior at Iowa 

State, Ames, placed food-grade stickers 

on apples that blocked sunlight, and so 

formed a message while the rest of the 

apple’s skin turned red with light expo-

sure, according to a university news 

release. 
 

Carpenter, who was supervised in the 

project by horticulture professor Gail 

Nonnecke, covered the apples with 

bags before applying the stickers to 

limit light to the fruit and to reduce 

damage from disease or insects. 
 

In one trial, Carpenter placed stickers 

on 35 apples. At harvest, about half 

were deemed to be good enough for 

sale. 
 

Carpenter will present his findings at 

the Iowa Fruit and Vegetable Growers 

Association’s annual conference Jan. 29

-31 in West Des Moines. 
 

This article can be found at:  http://

thepacker.com/Iowa-State-student-imprints-

messages-on-apples/Article.aspx?

d=680&categoryid=122&feedid=217 

Iowa State Student Imprints Messages on 

Apples  
 

Written by:  Andy Nelson, The Packer, January 18, 2010 

Trees Forever Capitol Display 

Trees Forever will host an exhibit on 

Energy Efficiency and the Emerald Ash 

Borer at the Iowa State Capitol on 

March 11, 2010.  They will be in the 

west wing of the rotunda.  Please stop 

in and show your support! 

For more information visit the Trees 

Forever website at:                         

http://www.treesforever.org. 

Visit with the Following Exhibitors at 

the Shade Tree Short Course and INLA 

Tradeshow Conference! 

Anderson Nurseries, Inc 
Wentworth, SD 

 

Anderzhon Nursery 

Sales, Inc. 
Farragut, IA 

 

B and B Bedding, Inc. 
Oskaloosa, IA 

 

Bachman's Wholesale 

Nursery and             

Landscapes 
Farmington, MN 

 

Bailey Nurseries, Inc. 
St Paul, MN 

 

Bluebird Nursery, Inc. 
Clarkson, NE 

 

Borgert Products, Inc. 
St Joesph, MN 

 

Created in Johnston, 

Inc. 
Johnston, IA 

 

Des Moines Forage and 

Turf 
Ankeny, IA 

 

Eagle Bay Farms 
Park Rapids, MN 

 

Golden Valley          

Hardscapes / Xylem, 

Ltd. 
Cordova, IL 

 

Greenleaf Nursery  

Company 
Park Hill, OK 

 

IC Lights LLC 
Nokomus, IL 

 

ISU Horticulture         

Society / Iowa Hay Expo 
Des Moines, IA 

 

Kankakee Nursery Co. 
Aroma Park, IL 

 

L & G Products, Inc. 
Storm Lake, IA 

 

L & M Distrubuting 
Cold Spring, MN 

 

Marquart Concrete 

Products 
Cedar Rapids, IA 

 

 

Midwest Groundcovers, 

LLC. 
St Charles, IL 

 

Midwest Trading      

Horticultural Supplies, 

Inc. 
Maple Park, IL 

 

Northern Christmas 

Tree & Nursery 
Merrillan, WI 

 

Pace Supply 
Fairfax, IA 

 

Prince Corporation 
Marshfield, WI 

 

Quick Supply Company 
Des Moines, IA 

 

R-Del Distributing 
Pella, IA 

 

Rainbow Treecare     

Scientific                        

Advancements 
MInnetonka, MN 

 

Reams 
Omaha, NE 

 

Studebaker Nurseries, 

Inc. 
New Carlisle, OH 

 

Titan Machinery 
Des Moines, IA 

 

Unilock Chicago, Inc. 
Aurora, IL 

 

Van Wall Equipment 
Ames, IA 

 

Vermeer Sales &        

Service 
Pella, IA 

 

Wood Duck Tree Farms 
Panora, IA 

 

Zelenka Nursery, LLC. 
Grand Haven, MI 

The trade show floor will 

be open Thursday, Feb. 25-

Friday, Feb. 26. 
 

Please stop by and visit 

with exhibitors! 
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Thank you to our Newest 2010 Members! 

Thank you to those who have recently paid their 2010 INLA    

membership dues, we appreciate your support of the Iowa      

Nursery and Landscape Association!  INLA strives to promote    

certified Garden Center and Landscaping professionals. 

Bob Lenc Landscaping, Inc. & 

Lawn Care* 

Roderick Butts, Jr. - Des 

Moines, IA 

 

Country Landscapes, Inc* 

Teri Veysey - Ames, IA 

 

Del's Garden Center 

Todd Brockshus - Spencer, IA* 

Beth Brockshus - Spencer, IA* 

Ross Brockshus - Spencer, IA* 

Robert Fullhart - Spencer, IA* 

Tim Greenough - Spencer, IA* 

Brent Hustedt - Sutherland, IA* 

David Lee Olson - Laurens, IA* 

 

Dierks Tree Transplant, Inc.* 

Jeff Dierks - Cedar Falls, IA 

 

Earl May Direct* 

Blake Jensen - Shenandoah, IA 

 

Earl May Seed & Nursery Di-

rect * 

Marvin Feller - Shenandoah, IA 

 

Egli Landscapes* 

Dan Wolf - Wayland, IA 

 

Ferguson Landscape Corp.* 

Gary Fisk - Milford, IA 

 

Freeman Tree Farm* 

Rebecca Pendleton - Dixon, IA 

 

Frost Tree Farms  

Robert/Jane Frost - Waterloo, 

IA 

 

Garden's Gate* 

Jack Baker - Algona, IA 

 

Hawcitt Lawn Service  

Neveda, IA 

 

Hiway Nursery  

Randy Brinkman - Sheldon, IA 

 

iowagardencoach.com* 

Anne Larson - Des Moines, IA 

 

Maria Olson*  

Ames, IA 

 

Perficut Lawn and Landscape* 

David Davis - Des Moines, IA 

 

Plant Life Designs* 

Tara Dudley - Ankeny, IA 

 

Platt's Inc.* 

Loren Williams - Cedar Falls, IA 

 

Rainbow Treecare Scientific 

Advancements  

Dean Morris - Minnetonka, MN 

 

R-Del Distributing  

Bob Loynachan - Pella, IA 

 

Reams  

Joe Beran - Omaha, NE 

 

Reliable Property Services  

Matt DeDoncker - West Des 

Moines, IA 

 

River City Turf  

Dan Klindt - Silvis, IL 

 

Debra Schiel-Larson* 

Indianola, IA 

 

The Scotts Company  

Kim Moore - North Liberty, IA 

 

TNT Landscaping & Nursery* 

John Church - Ankeny, IA 

 

TNT Landscaping & Nursery* 

Bret Wram - Ankeny, IA 

Iowa Nursery & Landscape Association 

Shade Tree Short Course and INLA 

Tradeshow Conference at a Glance 
 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 
 

INLA Day at the Shade Tree Short Course 

The Iowa Nursery & Landscape Association will host an entire day 

especially designed for INLA members. The day will feature Iowa 

Certified Nursery Professional (ICNP) certification testing and a  

continuing education program for current ICNP’s. 
 

Become an ISA Certified Arborist 

This year, the ISU Shade Tree Short Course will host an International 

Society of Arboriculture Certification exam. STSC participants     

wishing to take the exam should register online with the ISA           

(http://www.isa-arbor.com/certification/certification.aspx) or call 

the ISA at 217-355-9411. To be eligible to take the exam, you must 

complete your application at least 12 working days prior to the 

exam date. 
 

• 8:00 – 12:00 (Noon) Iowa Certified Nursery Professional (ICNP) 

Testing  

• 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. INLA Board Meeting  

• 11:30 – 1:00 p.m. INLA Past President’s Lunch (invitation only) 

• 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. ICNP Continuing Education  

• 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. ISA Certification Exam 

• 1:00 – 7:00 p.m. Trade Show Set-up 
 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 
 

• 7:30 – 9:15 a.m. Registration, Refreshments, and Visit Trade Show  

• 9:15 a.m. Opening General Session  

• 9:15 – 9:30 a.m. Welcome and Announcements, Donald Lewis, 

Iowa State University 

• 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. Five Practical, Powerful, Proven Ways to Grow 

Your Sales – Jon Goldman, Brand Launcher, Baltimore, MD 

• 11:30 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch, Visit Trade Show, and INLA Business 

Meeting 

• 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Workshop Session A 

• 2:15 – 3:15 p.m. Workshop Session B 

• 3:15 – 4:00 p.m. Break and Visit Trade Show 

• 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Workshop Session C 

• 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. Iowa Arborist Association meeting 

• 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. Hospitality Reception – Reiman Gardens 

• 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. Dinner and Scholarship Auction 
 

Friday, February 26, 2010 
 

• 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. Refreshments and Trade Show 

• 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. Workshop Session D 

• 9:45 – 10:45 a.m. Workshop Session E 

• 11:00 – 12:00 (Noon) Workshop Session F 

• 12:00 (Noon) – 1:15 p.m. Visit Trade Show and Lunch  

• 1:15 – 2:15 p.m. Workshop Session G 

• 2:30 p.m. Concluding General Session 

• 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. The Great Landscape Plant Challenge – 

Part II – Mark Gleason, Jeff Iles, and Donald Lewis, Iowa 

State  University 

• 3:30 – 3:45 p.m. Evaluation 

• Adjourn 
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